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Carpet and Peoples Applied Art.

Traditional Handicrafts of Azerbaijan

Azerbaijan is a country possessing rich artistic heritage . At the territory of Azerbaijan were reserved the artistic monuments of world significance, which evidence level culture being developed throughout the centuries. 

The genius of Azerbaijan people is obviously seen in the decorative – applied art . The national artists used the simplest materials of nature –wood, straw , clay , stone and others – and created the splendid , deeply poetical pieces closely connected to the domestic utilities . They also reflect the aesthetical principles of people , their love to beauty .

The traditions of the Azerbaijan decorative – applied art are deeply rooted in the ancient . This is justified by the archeological monuments and papers .

At the territory of Azerbaijan were found the exhibits of the Bronze Age by the archeological excavations. The Manner of production form and ornament indicate that the peoples artistic taste has been completely formed at that time.

One of the most interesting and specific type of the decorative – applied art of Azerbaijan , reflecting the artistic principles of people , is the carpet – making art. 

The Inhabitants of Azerbaijan , made carpets as long ago as in the Bronze Age . The reason was in the mode of life , favorable nature conditions well – developed cattle – breeding a lot of natural dyes.

Having been spread at the whole territory of Azerbaijan the carpet making became a real national art. Compositions , ornaments , colorist arrangement reflect the unique and wealth and specific features of the decorative art of Azerbaijan carpet-making art is very old . And the carpets made by our masters now ,reflect various complex stages of development of this kind of Art .

Our carpet – making art takes an individual place in the world one . The Azerbaijan carpets differ from the carpets of another peoples in their specific features referring to composition.

No surprise that in museums of many countries of the world the Azerbaijan carpets are demonstrated with great success and are considered to be one of the most precious exposures.

The Azerbaijan carpets are divided into two groups according to the technical peculiarities of their manufacture . They the flat-woven and knotted pile carpets.

The Surface of the flat-woven carpets is flat without down or piles . These carpets remind cloth .The flat-woven carpets being widely need in the everyday life , refer to the initial stage of the carpet-making art development.

Now you will see 8 types of the flat –woven carpets and carpet ware . They are palaces, Kilims , zilis , vernis , shedders , jimjams , ladis and articles of domestic utilities made of the carpet cloth , chuvals , mafrashes , kheybas , khurjuns , saddle- bags , curtains , horse- clothes, orkyans- which were of a great importance for the inhabitants of mountains and planes.

The soft and elastic cloth of the carpet is portable – it is easy to pick up and transport, it is well wahed and long weared .

The simplest types of the flat –woven carpets are jejims , palaces , kilims. 

Jejims are the same as palaces in technology of manufacture . The main distinctive feature is that the palases are decorated with the horizontal stripes , but jejims by vertical ones . In their turn the jejims as well as palases are made with simple and ornamented stripes 

The main centres of jejim manufacture are Karabakh , Shirvan and Nakhichevan areas . The jejims are used for face side of the matrasses, bags , sacks , as well as for wall decorations . In the acient times the delicate jejims were used for clothes making .

Ladi is one of the oldest types of the flat-woven carpets. It was made from wool . Ladis are weaved on "yer Khanasi" (weaving loom). Ladis were used to decorate walls, to cover tents (alachigs) and carts. Ladis were mainly weaved in Karabakh and Gazakh zones of Azerbaijian . It consists of four parts sewed into one anther, sometimes only one part. Its suface is decorated with rhomb-like elements.

The palases were and are made now in Azerbaijan not only in the famous carpet-making areas but , it may be said , high and low. The decoration of the palases , made mainly of wool and cotton, is the horizontal stripes.

The palases were and are made now in Azerbaijan not only in the famous carpet-making areas but , it may be said , high and low. The main decoration of the palases, made mainly of wool and cotton , is the horizontal stripes.

The palases may be of two types : simple palases and ornamented ones . The ornamented palases are called as " chiyi palas " were mainly used in Baku and Absheron.

Kilims were made in Shirvan, Baku and Karabakh . The main distinctive features of the Karabakh kilim (that differs them from the Baku and Shirvan ones) are composition , colour and dense. The main decoration of the Karabakh kilim of a large size , is the rhombus "gels" (medallions : "gel" means "lake" in Azerbaijan) . And such "gels" are the main features of the most Karabkh kilims as well as the bright , red , black and white colours.

The main decoration of the Shirvan and Baku kilims are the classical elements – "kilimgylyu" ( translated as "kilim flowers"). By the way , the main distinctive features of "kilims" are openings arranged along the vertical line . In the process of kilim weaving these openings were made by a nail and this technological process is called as " dyrnag" (nail).

Beginning from the Middle Ages the Baku and Shirvan kilims were notable for their calm and simple colours. Kilims of Baku and Shirvan are thin , delicate and soft.

One more type of the flat-woven carpets is " shedde" .

The main "shedde" manufacturing centres are the carpet-making villages of Karabskh and a part of Nakhicheven areas.

As you can see here is a carvan of the camels. A man is in the head of this procession. The master made the clothes (covering the camels) to be rather attractive by combination of colorus.

"Verni" is one of the interesting types of the flat-woven carpets. The main manufacturing centre is Gazakh, Karabakh in particular . The main decoration of "Verni" is large S-shaped element . The scientists investigating the Azerbaijan carpet-making art , suppose that this figure is connected to the fantastic image of dragon.

To the Point saying that"verni" with such a composition now is considered to be one of the most precious exposures of some museums in Europe and America including "Victoria and Albert museum" London, " Textile museum" Washington and others.

A particular among the flat-woven carpets is taken by "zili". These carpets were and are made in different carpet-making areas of Azerbaijan , are distinguished for the original technique and artistic peculiarities . "Zilis" are made by a complex -weaving method. "Zilis" , made in Baku areas are characterized by their delicate and colour peculiarities and differ themselves from Caucasia and Karabakh ones. The traditional decoration decoration of "zilis" is the stylized images of animals , birds and flora.

The group of the flat-woven  carpets also includes the so-called , "sumakh". 

The "sumakh" manufacturing centre in early times was Shirvan area, but in the last century such carpets are mostly made in the carpet-making areas of Kusar, Guba and other districts of Azerbaijan.

The composition of these carpets is made in the same way as for pile carpets . In the Middle Ages " sumakhs" were made only with specific composition . But these samples are not discovered yet , they have been probably lost.

Creation of the pile carpets refer to lather period of time than of flat-woven carpets and considers with the second stages of carpet-making art development.

The Azerbaijani carpets wre of various froms and depending on their function in the everyday life . They are the small "khalcha " , the large "khaly", the sets "dyast Khaly-gyabya". However the general manner of the omament construction were the same .

The carpet composition consists of two constructive elements –the centre completing the composition .

The Azerbaijani pile carpets are divided into four groups :

1- Guba – Shirvan – Bku 

2- Gyajna – Gazakh 

3- Karabakh

4- Tebriz

One of the most ancient types of the decorative applied art of Azerbaijan is decorative embroidery and national clothes . Different types of embroidery were used to decorate clothes and household items since ancient times.

Golored cotton , wool , silk weaves , golden- silver weaves named "gulebetin" buttons, fine little beads, precous stones colored cloth cuts and other materials were used in one of the most ancient and popular fields of flik are-embroidery.

There is information about fine embroideries of Azerbaijan people in historical sources and also in oral and written literature. Geometrical and vegetative ornament , images of animals and birds play big role in decorative embroidery done in Baku, Shamakhi,  Ganja, Sheki , Karabakh , Nakhichevan and other places in XIX centuries.

"lebbade" , Arkhalya" , "Chapken" , "Kyurdu" , "Kulaja" are womens upper clothes . 

" Arakhchins" were used as head wear . Surfave of arakhchin is done in "gulebetin" embroidery technique. Chukha (cherkezi chukha, mahuti chukha) are mens clothes.

One of the most interesting types of decorative applied art of Azerbaijan is the metal-making art.

The decorative processing of metal is dated from the III-rd thousand B.C. Even at that time in Azerbaijan were used metal articles of local production the mostly spread article of metal in Azerbaijan was the brass chased plates and dishes, the best samples of it were made everywhere. In some towns of Azerbaijan there were and are today the special streets of brass masters who made beautiful (in form and decoration) articles of domestic utilities .

Proceeding from ethnographical materials it may be concluded that in the XIX-th century the Azerbaijan brass masters made 80 types of various of domestic utilities . They are satils, sernidjes, baler basins and others.

Pots were coverd by "serpushs" to keep food , especially rice warm . During archeological excavations in Azerbaijan were found clay covers similar to "serpush" belonging to Middle Ages made from copper.

One of the most ancient types of the decorative applied art Azerbaijan is the jewlers art.

All periods of the jewelers art development are characterized by the idea content and specific features.

The Jewelers of the ancient Azerbaijan knew the technique of smithing of the I-st thousand B.C.

As it was supposed by the ancient people , metals were mystically connected to the heaven bodies because only of the first and last were known . That’s why the metals in the ancient books ared denominated by the same names as planets . Gold- Sun, silver-moon , brass-Venus, tin-Jupiter, Lead-Saturn, iron-Mars, Mercury- Mercury.

The Azerbaijan jewelleries are distinguished for variety of forms and delicate finishing .

A particular attention is attracted by the womans headdress decoration bashlyg, richly decorated with all main technical means and semi-precious stones. 

This is a ritual headdress decoration is used not only at the territory of the Azerbaijan, but also in the Middle Asia . And in nowadays bashlyg decorates the head of the bride during the wedding ceremony. The form of the headdress decoration was adopted from that of the middle ages , which is seen at the miniatures by Soltan Mukhamed , XVI- th century.

The Azerbijan jewelleries created different forms of ear-rings(gyul-syrag, pialazeng, unchuyma, dordduyma, girkhduyma and so on)

The articles made of precious metals were decorated with carving, chasing, mouldings , filigree, gilding and were coverd with thick gold sheets.

Among the mens and womans decorations are particular interest "kyamars" (belts), decorated mainly with rich plant motives.

If the womans decorations are delicate and light , the mens ones-heavy and decorated by another means – engraved with blackening , moulding and so on.

In the past belts were inseparable parts of men and woman's garments. Researches show that it was possible to determine the position , social status, religion, nationality and even by the belt of the wearer. 

By the tradition, in Azerbaijan woman wear broad and men would wear narrow belts. 

Bracelets are worm on the hands. Casting details and vegetative ornaments were used as decorations. Most of them were made from gold or silver using "shebeke" method.

Azerbaijan in remote past was the centre of colored ceramic making.

The black-polished ceramics appeared on the base of a more contemporary stage of development of the Bronze Age society and had reflected in itself not only more improved work process of pottery but increasing aesthetic needs as well.

Azerbaijan was famous for its artistic hand-made wood and glass pieces.

"Shebekes" were used in making of doors , windows, screens , minbers of mosques, They are made from wood without any nails and glue.

"Rehils" were used in the Middle Ages to put the books on them from reading . Consisting of two crossing wooden pieces, rehil was made in the form of "X" of 30-40 sm. No glue or nails, were used in the making of rehil . It was impossible to part elements of rehil without breaking them because it was done from whole wood piece .
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