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The craft industry in South Africa is an ongoing priority for the Government.  It is an Industry which employs about a million people.
South Africa being a land of different cultures and ethnic groups has a wide variety of craft being produced in African, Western and Islamic style.  African being the biggest and Islamic being the newest.
The most popular craft being practiced in South Africa amongst the indigenous people (Zulu's, Xhosa etc.) is the making of Beadwork, Ceramics, Wood-carving, Painting on fabrics and Ostrich eggs.
This is mainly to attract tourism and for personal and domestic use.
Beadwork
This craft is mainly practiced in Kwazulu-Natal and the Eastern Province.
It is believed that glass beads were brought to this country by the Phoenicians, a seafaring nation, who circumnavigated the Cape long before the Portuguese.
With the passage of time, the Arab traders succeeded the Phoenicians as traders and continued to supply beads to Africans along the East Coast.  To this day, red cornelian beads of Indian origin are washed out on the Transkeian Coast from Arab vessels that fell victim to storms and sank.
Those who have traveled in South Africa and spent some of their time in the province of Kwazulu/Natal, might have been fortunate enough to have seen something of the colourful beadwork for which the Zulu in that part of the country are well known for.  Decorative beadwork is sold at many outlets.
Traditional Zulu beadwork was at one time far more than merely decorative art of weaving small glass beads.  Research has shown that former designs were an articulate vehicle of communication to regulate behaviour between individuals of opposite gender.  What makes Zulu beadwork unique, however, is the code by which particular colours are selected and combined in various ways to shape messages that at the same time woven into decorative geometrical designs.
Beadwork has fast become a major tourism item and therefore due to commercialization is loosing a lot of former significance.  Unfortunately, it is in this very strength of tourism where danger lurks.  Zulu tradition, as in so many other African territories, will resist change until all social values will fall apart.  The impact of change from a cultural item to a tourist attraction must be controlled through economic development and improved educational policies.
Ceramics
There has been a long, tradition of indigenous ceramic production in Southern Africa, but it has only been in the last couple of years that indigenous ceramic artists and not the Western ceramic artists has given it a new vitality.  This is mainly due to the former boundaries that confined this craft area, which has been broken.
Local ceramics were "let into" Art Galleries and Museums of the country.  This created a boom in the tourist environment as well.
Traditional African ceramic pots and other utensils is a sought after collectors item.
Islamic ceramic craft has also developed rapidly in the last couple of years.  This craft however is mainly practiced in Kwazulu- Natal and the northern part of South Africa.  This has not yet developed into a tourist market although a Gallery and School has been established by Razia Hafferjee.
Woodcarving
This craft item can be seen at all major tourist attractions such as shops, craft markets, sight seeing destinations etc, in the form of animals such as elephants, giraffes, bucks and even face masks.  Various types of indigenous wood are used within this type of craft.
The face masks, which come mainly from the north of Africa, are considered amongst the finest creation in the art world and are highly sought after by art collectors.
African Tribal Art
Today authentic pieces are highly sought after by tourist and collectors.  In Africa, Art is considered an integral part of everyday life, as a cross-cultural dialogue, personal therapy, and communication with ancestors.  Two examples of this craft which is also a major tourist attraction are Rock Art Paintings and Ndebele Art.
A vast proportion of Rock Paintings and engravings from South Africa are the work of the San People (one of South Africa's oldest tribes).  Some of these Rock Paintings recovered from excavation are between 25 000 and 27 000 years old.  Ndebele Art is the art of decorating houses and ceramics in geometrical designs using bright colors.  Due to Western fashion the art of painting material is fading.
In the Basotho culture the paintings on the houses honors ancestors and serve as visual prayers.  This art is mainly practiced by the women folk.  Painting on Ostrich eggs using Islamic motifs and calligraphy is a recent art form.  African designs and Islamic inscription are painted on eggs using acrylic paint and sealed.  This market has not yet attracted the tourist market although a gallery has been established by Shaheen Soni where he teaches as well.  These items have been exported to other parts of the world and are growing rapidly.
The painting in an African Tradition on canvas, using Islamic Calligraphy is also being produced to attract the local and tourist market.
Tourism
South Africa is a tourist destination which caters for the needs of all travelers.  It offers modern/ western lifestyles in all its major Cities, with 5 star hotels and back-packing lodges.  Modern shopping malls with all the major international brands are being sold.  Restaurants also provide caters for the needs of Muslim tourists.
It also has some of the world’s finest game parks, beaches and sight seeing destinations.
� 	Researcher, artisan and founder of the South African Islamic Art Foundation, Cape Town.  Participated in the activities of the Islamabad Festival for Islamic Artisans-at-Work held in 1994.  Among his various papers presented at different meetings: “Images of Arabesque in the Mosques of South Africa”, International Seminar on Arabesque in the Crafts of OIC Countries, Damascus, 1997.





