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SYNOPSIS

In a true sense of meaning artifacts and crafts are of the same object but what differentiates between the two is the age. Artifacts or antiques are objects of more than hundred years old, whereas objects less than one hundred years of age are considered as crafts. Another factor which separates them is their function. Antiques are no longer being used except as exhibition objects in the museum, whereas crafts are still being produced and used by the society.

There are some crafts that show the continuity in the technique of production and currently being utilised as object of daily used by the society who produced them and has become a source of pride for a particular society. Craft is a reflection of creative activity of a society and it has now been shared by other society the world over through media of tourism. In fact tourism encourages the development and the preservation of crafts.

This paper attempts at highlighting the types of crafts available in Malaysia, tracing their history and identity, explaining the role of crafts and efforts taken by the Malaysian government and crafts activists in trying to preserve the crafts for tourism and national development.
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